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SUBJECT: CNT REJECTS PROPOSED PLANT COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

REF: MADRID 6550 

1 . LEADERS OF THE ANARCHO-SYNDICALIST CNT (NATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION OF LABOR) MET IN MADRID SEPTEMBER 3-4 
AND DENOUNCED THE PLANT COMMITTEE ELECTIONS NOW SCHEDULED 
FOR BEFORE NOVEMBER 15 (REFTEL). THEY CITED AS REASONS 
THE "INTERFERENCE" IN THE RIGHTS OF THE WORKERS SUCH 
GOVT-SPONSORED ELECTIONS WOULD REPRESENT, THEIR ALLEGED 
TENDENCY TO FOSTER FRANCO-STYLE "VERTICALISM" IN TRADE 
UNIONISM. AND THE DESIRE OF OTHER UNIONS (INCLUDING THE 
SOCIALIST UGT, COMMUNIST-DOMINATED SWC, AND INDEPENDENT 
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SOCIALIST USO) TO GUARANTEE BY MEANS OF THESE ELECTIONS THE 
"PACT WITH BOURGEOISIE" THEY ALLEGEDLY YEARN TO MAKE. 

THE CNT ADVOCATES "DIRECT LABOR DEMOCRACY" AND TOOK THE 
OCCASION TO ONCE AGAIN ENDORSE THE EPHERMERAL CONCEPT OF AN 
"ASSEMBLY OF WORKERS" AS THE ONLY WAY TO PRPOERLY REPRESENT 
THE WORKERS AND NEGOTIATE ON THEIR BEHALF. LEADERS FOR A 
PARTICULAR ACTIVITY OR STRIKE, THEY AFFIRMED. SHOULD BE 
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CHOSEN FROM THE FLOOR OF SUCH AN ASSEMBLY, WITHOUT THE 
INTERVENTION OF LISTS OF UNION CANDIDATES OR OTHER 
"IN APPROPRIATE" PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICES. 

2. THE CNT LEADERS ALSO REJECTED THE PROPOSAL (WHICH HAS 
BEEN BRUTED ABOUT LATELY) TO DIVIDE THE "PATRIMONY" OF 

THE NOW DISMANTLED SPANISH SYNDICAL ORGANIZATION AMONG THE 
FREE TRADE UNIONS ACCORDING TO THEIR SHOWING IN THE UPCOMING 
PLANT ELECTIONS. THEY PROPOSED INSTEAD THAT AN INTER-UNION 
COMMITTEE BE ESTABLSIHED TO SUPERVISE THE DIVISION. 

CONVENIENTLY OMITTING ANY GUIDANCE AS TO HOW SUCH A COMMITTEE 
WOULD REACH ITS DECISIONS. 

3. A CNT SPOKESMAN EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT THE PROGRESS 
MADE BY THE UNION OVER THE LAST YEAR (MEMBERSHIP HAS 
REPORTEDLY RISEN FROM 20,000 TO 100,000 CLAIMED TO BE 
"DUES PAYING" WITH PLANS FOR FURTHER EXPANSIION TO 300,000 
BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR), WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY EXPRESSING 
SCEPTICISM AT MEMBERSHIP CLAIMS OF THE LARGER UNIONS, 

ESPECIALLY THE SWC (800,000). THE RESIGNATION OF THE 
CURRENT NATIONAL CNT LEADESHIP WAS ANNOUNCED, INCLUDING 
SECGEN JUAN GOMEZ CASAS. A NEW NATIONAL LEADERSHIP IS 
SCHEDULED TO BE ELECTED SHORTLY. 

4. COMMENT. THE STRONGLY ANTI-COMMUNIST CNT-ALTHOUGH 
IT HAS POTENTIAL (ESPECIALLY IN CATALONIA)- REMAINS A 
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POORLY ORGANIZED CONFEDERATION WHOSE REGIONAL COMPONENTS 
MORE OFTEN THAN NOT GO THEIR OWN WAY WITH LITTLE IF ANY 
COORDINATION. COMPTEENT TRADE UNIONS LEADERS ARE 
TO BE FOUND IN THE CNT. BUT THEY ARE UNFORTUNATELY 
OFTEN OVER SHADOWED BY YOUTHFUL PARTISANS OF THE 
ANARCHO-FOLKLORE SCENE WHO TEND TO DESTROY WHAT IMAGE 
THE CNT MIGHT HAVE OF PROMOTING SERIOUS TRADE UNIONISM. 

THE CNT'S REJECTION OF ANY "SOCIAL PACT" IS NO SURPRISE- 
ALL THE MAJOR SPANISH UNIONS HAVE TAKEN THE SAME POSITION. 

THEIR RELUCTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN UNION ELECTIONS PERHAPS 
OWES AS MUCH TO THEIR OWN PERCEPTION OF WEAKNESS, VIS A VIS THE 
UGT AND SWC, AS TO FIDELITY TO ANARCHIST PRINCIPLES. IT WILL 
BE RECALLED THAT THE CNT HAS ALSO REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE CURRENT SERIES OF GOVT LABOR NEGOTIATIONS ON SUAREZ 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM (MADRID 6289).EATON 
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